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Texas Funeral Service Commission   

 

March 14, 2025 

Notice of Compliance Requirement 

From:   Texas Funeral Service Commission 

Subject:  Immediate Compliance Required for All Non-Anatomical Donation 

Organizations (NADOs) and Willed Body Participants under Texas State 

Law 

To: All NADOs Operating in Texas and Willed Body Program Participants 

 

This notice is issued under the authority of the Texas Funeral Service Commission (TFSC) as a 

mandatory directive requiring all Non-Transplant Anatomical Donation Organizations (NADOs) 

that operate within the State of Texas and Willed Body Programs to adhere strictly to state laws 

and regulations governing their operations. NADOs and Willed Body Programs are urgently 

reminded to ensure compliance with registration, crematory licensing and use, and transfer 

restrictions, as mandated under state law. 

1. Registration Compliance: In accordance with TEX. HEALTH & SAFETY CODE § 691.034, 

all NADOs must be registered with the TFSC to legally operate within Texas. Unregistered 

entities will be subject to enforcement actions that may include cessation of operations and 

legal penalties. 

 

2. Compulsory Registration and Licensing Requirements: Pursuant to TEX. HEALTH & 

SAFETY CODE § 651.656: 

 

(a) No person may conduct a crematory business unless they hold a crematory 

establishment license issued by the TFSC. 

 

(b) Eligibility for holding a crematory establishment license is limited to those who 

also hold a funeral establishment or commercial embalmers establishment 

license, or own or operate a perpetual care cemetery. 

 

All NADOs or Willed Body Programs operating or utilizing crematory facilities must 

ensure these facilities are duly licensed and eligible under state statutory requirements. 



 

Unlicensed operations will be met with immediate cessation orders and additional penalties 

under Texas law. 

Absolute Ban on Alkaline Hydrolysis: As stipulated by current state regulations, the 

practice of alkaline hydrolysis is categorically banned within Texas. Any entity found in 

violation of this prohibition will face swift and decisive enforcement actions by the TFSC. 

3. Strict Prohibition on Out-of-State Transfers: Under the authority granted by TEX. 

HEALTH & SAFETY CODE § 691, 692A, 694 and as detailed in TFSCs Moratorium Letter 

dated April 5, 2024, a strict moratorium is in place on all out-of-state transfer requests for 

cadavers and anatomical specimens. This moratorium is rigorously enforced without 

exceptions. Non-compliance will invoke actions under penalty of law, including but not 

limited to, suspension of operations and substantial fines. 

Immediate Action Required: All NADOs and Willed Body Programs are duly notified to review 

their operations against these requirements immediately. Further non-compliance with these 

directives will incur sanctions and additional penalties under Texas law.  

Reporting Obligations: As part of a registered Texas NADO, your organization is obligated to 

report non-compliance by other NADOs directly to the Commission.  

The Texas Funeral Service Commission takes its role in safeguarding public health and ensuring 

the respectful handling of donated bodies very seriously and appreciate full cooperation and 

compliance from all regulated entities. 

To register your Non-Transplant Anatomical Donation Organization in Texas, please refer to the 

online form found here at the TFSC website. For additional questions, feel free to contact the 

Commission at 512-936-2474. 

Sincerely,  

 

SCOTT BINGAMAN | EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Texas Funeral Service Commission | George H. W. Bush Bldg., 1801 Congress Ave., Austin, TX 78701 

T: (512) 936-2472 | C:  | E: Scott.Bingaman@tfsc.texas.gov 

 

https://tfsc.texas.gov/Willed%20Body%20Donor%20Program

